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This book tells the story of humankind as producers and reproducers from the Paleolithic to the
present. Renowned social and cultural historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks brings a new
perspective to world history by examining social and cultural developments across the globe,
including families and kin groups, social and gender hierarchies, sexuality, race and ethnicity,
labor, religion, consumption, and material culture. She examines how these structures and
activities changed over time through local processes and interactions with other cultures,
highlighting key developments that defined particular eras such as the growth of cities or the
creation of a global trading network. Incorporating foragers, farmers and factory workers along
with shamans, scribes and secretaries, the book widens and lengthens human history. It
makes comparisons and generalizations, but also notes diversities and particularities, as it
examines the social and cultural matters that are at the heart of big questions in world history
today.
The second edition of this accessible study of Mexico includes two new features: an
examination of cultural developments since Independence from Spain in 1821 and a
discussion of contemporary issues up to the time of publication. Several new plates with
captions expand the thematic coverage in the book. The updated edition examines the
administration of Vicente Fox, who came to power with the elections of 2000. The new sections
reinforce the importance of Mexico's long and disparate history, from the Precolumbian era
onwards, in shaping the country as it is today. This Concise History looks at Mexico from
political, economic and cultural perspectives, and tackles controversial themes such as the
impact of the Spanish Conquest and the struggle to establish an independent Mexico. A broad
range of readers interested in the modern-day Americas should find here a helpful introduction
to this vibrant and dynamic North-American society.
England’s Protestant Reformation was a bloody and violent affair as various factions in the
church and nation battled over the future of Christianity. Between 1556 and 1645, two
Archbishops of Canterbury and a King of England were executed. At the heart of it all was a
book crafted by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer. The Book of Common Prayer guided – and
some would say, goaded – a religious shift entirely unique in Christendom. The BCP charted a
controversial middle road between Catholic heritage and Protestant reform. It was a road, filled
with passions, colorful personalities and life-and-death struggles. Suitable for church forums or
private study, Concise History is both challenging and accessible. Each lesson includes
questions to guide group discussion and to provoke serious personal reflection. Clergy, laiy
and students of Anglican history and theology will find in this work a dramatic narrative and an
invitation to deepen their faith.
In 1914 the world engaged in global conflict that was to scar human history and redefine the
meaning of the word "war". Known as the Great War, decades of burgeoning imperialism and
the formation of complex alliances brought the world's great powers face to face in conflict on a
hitherto unprecedented scale. When the war ended in 1918, four empires had ceased to exist,
the map of Europe had been redrawn and a generation of young men had been lost. This book
tells the story of the conflict dubbed "the war to end all wars."
A comprehensive introduction to the history of this turbulent region that spans from pre-Islam
to the present day, A Concise History of the Middle East is distinguished by its clear style,
broad scope, and balanced treatment. This widely acclaimed text by Arthur Goldschmidt Jr.
explores the evolution of Islamic institutions and culture, the influence of the West,
modernization efforts in the Middle East, the struggle of various peoples for political
independence, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the reassertion of Islamic values and power, the issues
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surrounding the Palestinian Question, and the Middle East post-9/11 and post-Arab uprisings.
The twelfth edition has been fully revised to reflect the most recent events in, and concerns of,
the region, including the presence of ISIS and other non-state actors, the civil wars in Syria
and Yemen, and the refugee crisis. In addition, the authors have added coverage of women's
history, including new biographies of great and unsung women in the Middle East, to provide a
fuller understanding of the cultural, political, and socioeconomic conditions in the Middle East.
New parts and part timelines will help students grasp and contextualize the long and
complicated history of the region. With updated biographical sketches and glossary and a new
concluding chapter, A Concise History of the Middle East remains the quintessential text for
students of Middle East history.
This volume comprises an excellent introductory survey of Christian missions from A.D. 30 to
the twentieth century.
This authoritative survey by a Masonic historian traces the development of "the Craft" from
ancient to modern times, chronicling its spread throughout Europe, the Far East, Africa, and
the Americas.
Focuses on the cultural significance of theatre This streamlined, engaging text helps students
understand the events, places and people that have influenced the history of theatre. Learning
Goals Upon completing this book, readers will be able to: Identify the major time periods and
geographic areas associated with the history of theatre Distinguish relevant characteristics of
theatre in diverse times and places. Describe the underlying cultural, economic, and political
environments as they affected theatre in different times and places. Associate major
participants who made theatre within their historical and regional context.

In its first Spanish edition, Herbert Klein's A Concise History of Bolivia won immediate
acceptance within Bolivia as the new standard history of this important nation.
Surveying Bolivia's economic, social, cultural and political evolution from the arrival of
early man in the Andes to the present, this current version brings the history of this
society up to the present day, covering the fundamental changes that have occurred
since the National Revolution of 1952 and the return of democracy in 1982. These
changes have included the introduction of universal education and the rise of the
mestizos and Indian populations to political power for the first time in national history.
This second edition brings this story through the first administration of the first selfproclaimed Indian president in national history and the major changes that the
government of Evo Morales has introduced in Bolivian society, politics and economics.
Co-published by MENC: The National Association for Music Education. A Concise
History of American Music Education covers the history of American music education,
from its roots in Biblical times through recent historical events and trends. It describes
the educational, philosophical, and sociological aspects of the subject, always putting it
in the context of the history of the United States. It offers complete information on
professional organizations, materials, techniques, and personalities in music education.
The Baltic region is frequently neglected in broader histories of Europe and its
international significance can be obscured by separate treatments of the various Baltic
states. With this wide-ranging survey, Andrejs Plakans presents an integrated history of
three Baltic peoples - Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians - and draws out the common
threads to show how it has been shaped by their location in a strategically desirable
corner of Europe. Subordinated in turn by Baltic German landholders, the Polish nobility
and gentry, and then by Russian and Soviet administrators, the three nations have
nevertheless kept their distinctive identities - significantly retaining three separate
languages in an ethnically diverse region. The book traces the countries' evolution from
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their ninth-century tribal beginnings to their present status as three thriving and
separate nation states, focusing particularly on the region's complex twentieth-century
history, which culminated in the eventual re-establishment of national sovereignty after
1991.
A Concise History of the United States of AmericaCambridge University Press
One hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the Civil War
still captures the American imagination, and its reverberations can still be felt
throughout America's social and political landscape. Louis P. Masur's The Civil War: A
Concise History offers a masterful and eminently readable overview of the war's
multiple causes and catastrophic effects. Masur begins by examining the complex
origins of the war, focusing on the pulsating tensions over states rights and slavery. The
book then proceeds to cover, year by year, the major political, social, and military
events, highlighting two important themes: how the war shifted from a limited conflict to
restore the Union to an all-out war that would fundamentally transform Southern
society, and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to abolish slavery.
Masur explains how the war turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely
independent states into a nation, remaking its political, cultural, and social institutions.
But he also focuses on the soldiers themselves, both Union and Confederate, whose
stories constitute nothing less than America's Iliad. In the final chapter Masur considers
the aftermath of the South's surrender at Appomattox and the clash over the policies of
reconstruction that continued to divide President and Congress, conservatives and
radicals, Southerners and Northerners for years to come. In 1873, Mark Twain and
Charles Dudley wrote that the war had "wrought so profoundly upon the entire national
character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three generations."
From the vantage of the war's sesquicentennial, this concise history of the entire Civil
War era offers an invaluable introduction to the dramatic events whose effects are still
felt today.
A concise history of Italy from the fall of the Roman empire in the west to the present
day.
A Concise History of the Caribbean presents a general history of the Caribbean islands
from the beginning of human settlement about seven thousand years ago to the
present. It narrates processes of early human migration, the disastrous consequences
of European colonization, the development of slavery and the slave trade, the
extraordinary profits earned by the plantation economy, the great revolution in Haiti,
movements toward political independence, the Cuban Revolution, and the diaspora of
Caribbean people. Written in a lively and accessible style yet current with the most
recent research, the book provides a compelling narrative of Caribbean history
essential for students and visitors.
A chronology of world history ranges from the dawn of humankind to the present day,
examining important events, milestones, ideas, and personalities that occurred
simultaneously in different regions of the world.
In an ever-shrinking world, the need for a global perspective in dealing with the modern
world has become acute. This book attempts to provide such a perspective by
investigating the major changes in geopolitics and world economy during the past 500
years. However compact, it enables us to understand the present unravelling of
Communism and the growing challenge from Asia to Western Superiority. It is shown
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that in so many ways the problems of the contemporary world spring from the
unprecedented era of western domination, which the non-western world is now trying to
unlive.
Neil Kent's book sweeps through Sweden's history from the Stone Age to the present
day. Early coverage includes Viking hegemony, the Scandinavian Union, the
Reformation and Sweden's political zenith as Europe's greatest superpower in the
seventeenth century, while later chapters explore the Swedish Enlightenment, royal
absolutism, the commitment to military neutrality and Pan-Scandinavianism. The author
brings his account up to date by focusing on more recent developments: the rise of
Social Democracy, the establishment of the welfare state, the country's acceptance of
membership in the European Union and its progressive ecological programme. The
book successfully combines the politics, economics and social and cultural mores of
one of the world's most successfully functioning and humane societies. This is an
informative and entertaining account for students and general readers.
Kentucky is most commonly associated with horses, tobacco fields, bourbon, and coal
mines. There is much more to the state, though, than stories of feuding families and
Colonel Sanders’ famous fried chicken. Kentucky has a rich and often compelling
history, and James C. Klotter and Freda C. Klotter introduce readers to an exciting story
that spans 12,000 years, looking at the lives of Kentuckians from Native Americans to
astronauts. The Klotters examine all aspects of the state’s history—its geography,
government, social life, cultural achievements, education, and economy. A Concise
History of Kentucky recounts the events of the deadly frontier wars of the state’s early
history, the divisive Civil War, and the shocking assassination of a governor in 1900.
The book tells of Kentucky’s leaders from Daniel Boone and Henry Clay to Abraham
Lincoln, Mary Breckinridge, and Muhammad Ali. The authors also highlight the lives of
Kentuckians, both famous and ordinary, to give a voice to history. The Klotters explore
Kentuckians’ accomplishments in government, medicine, politics, and the arts. They
describe the writing and music that flowered across the state, and they profile the
individuals who worked to secure equal rights for women and African Americans. The
book explains what it was like to work in the coal mines and explains the daily routine
on a nineteenth-century farm. The authors bring Kentucky’s story to the twenty-first
century and talk about the state’s modern economy, where auto manufacturing jobs
are replacing traditional agricultural work. A collaboration of the state historian and an
experienced educator, A Concise History of Kentucky is the best single resource for
Kentuckians new and old who want to learn more about the past, present, and future of
the Bluegrass State.
Despite its position at the heart of Europe and its quintessentially European nature,
Switzerland's history is often overlooked within the English-speaking world. This
comprehensive and engaging history of Switzerland traces the historical and cultural
development of this fascinating but neglected European country from the end of the
Dark Ages up to the present. The authors focus on the initial Confederacy of the Middle
Ages; the religious divisions which threatened it after 1500 and its surprising survival
amongst Europe's monarchies; the turmoil following the French Revolution and
conquest, which continued until the Federal Constitution of 1848; the testing of the
Swiss nation through the late nineteenth century and then two World Wars and the
Depression of the 1930s; and the unparalleled economic and social growth and political
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success of the post-war era. The book concludes with a discussion of the contemporary
challenges, often shared with neighbours, that shape the country today.
This concise yet rich introduction to the French Revolution explores the origins,
development, and eventual decline of a movement that defines France to this day.
Through an accessible chronological narrative, Sylvia Neely explains the complex
events, conflicting groups, and rapid changes that characterized this critical period in
French history. She traces the fundamental transformations in government and society
that forced the French to come up with new ways of thinking about their place in the
world, ultimately leading to liberalism, conservatism, terrorism, and modern nationalism.
Throughout, the author focuses on the essential political events that propelled the
Revolution, at the same time deftly interweaving the intellectual, social, diplomatic,
military, and cultural history of the time. Neely explains how the difficult choices made
by the royal government and the revolutionaries alike not only brought on the collapse
of the Old Regime but moved the nation into increasingly radical policies, to the Terror,
and finally to the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte. Written with clarity and nuance, this work
offers a deeply knowledgeable understanding of the political possibilities available at
any given moment in the course of the Revolution, placing them in a broad social
context. All readers interested in France and revolutionary history will find this an
engaging and rewarding read.
The first part of the study discusses the origins of the Armenians, the Urartian Kingdom,
Armenia and the Achaemenid, Seleucid, Parthian, Roman, Sasanid and Byzantine
periods. It also examines Christinaity in Armenia and the development of an alphabet
and literature. The work then continues with the history of Armenia during the Arab,
Turkish and Mongol periods. A separate chapter deals with the history of Cilician
Armenia and the Crusades. The second part concentrates on the Armenian
communities in the Ottoman, Persian, Indian, and Russian empires (1500-1918). It also
details the Armenian diaspora in Eastern and Western Europe, Africa, the Arab World,
the Far East, and the Americas. The study concludes with lengthy chapters on the
history of the three Armenian republics (1918-1920); (1921-1991Soviet Armenia); and
the current Armenian republic (1991-2001).
Whether used for personal reference or as a text for a class in the history of the wind
band this book is the most comprehensive single-volume history of the wind band ever
written. This volume draws on the author's multi-volume History and Literature of the
Wind Band and follows the development of the wind band through the civic, court,
church and military performances of the Ancient World through the nineteenth century.
From Algeria and Libya to Egypt and Syria, the Arab world commands Western
headlines, even as its complex politics and cultures elude the grasp of most Western
readers and commentators. Perhaps no other region is so closely linked to
contemporary U.S. foreign policy, and nowhere else does the unfolding of events have
such significant consequences for America. A Concise History of the Arabs argues that
the key to understanding the Arab world today—and in the years ahead—is unlocking its
past. John McHugo takes the reader on a journey through the political, social, and
intellectual history of the Arabs from the Roman Empire right up to the present day. His
sweeping and fluent account describes in vivid detail the mission of the Prophet
Muhammad, the expansion of Islam, the origins of Shiism, medieval and modern
conflicts, the fall of the Ottoman Empire, the interaction with Western ideas, the struggle
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to escape foreign domination, the rise of Islamism, and the end of the era of dictators.
McHugo reveals how the Arab world came to have its present form, why change was
inevitable, and what choices lie ahead following the Arab Spring. This deeply informed
and accessible account is the perfect entry point for anyone seeking to comprehend
this vital part of the world.
When the British occupied the tiny island of Hong Kong during the First Opium War, the
Chinese empire was well into its decline, while Great Britain was already in the second
decade of its legendary "Imperial Century." From this collision of empires arose a city
that continues to intrigue observers. Melding Chinese and Western influences, Hong
Kong has long defied easy categorization. John M. Carroll's engrossing and accessible
narrative explores the remarkable history of Hong Kong from the early 1800s through
the post-1997 handover, when this former colony became a Special Administrative
Region of the People's Republic of China. The book explores Hong Kong as a place
with a unique identity, yet also a crossroads where Chinese history, British colonial
history, and world history intersect. Carroll concludes by exploring the legacies of
colonial rule, the consequences of Hong Kong's reintegration with China, and
significant developments and challenges since 1997.
An illustrated introduction to Mexico's historical and contemporary issues, problems and
events.
This brisk narrative charts the history of the United States Navy from its birth during the
American Revolution through its emergence as a global power amid the world wars of
the twentieth century and finally to its current role as a superpower in the twenty-first
century.
Born out of violence and the aspirations of its early settlers, the United States of
America has become one of the world's most powerful nations. The book begins in
colonial America as the first Europeans arrived, lured by the promise of financial profit,
driven by religious piety and accompanied by diseases which would ravage the native
populations. It explores the tensions inherent in a country built on slave labour in the
name of liberty, one forced to assert its unity and reassess its ideals in the face of
secession and civil war, and one that struggled to establish moral supremacy, military
security and economic stability during the financial crises and global conflicts of the
twentieth century. Woven through this richly crafted study of America's shifting social
and political landscapes are the multiple voices of the nation's history: slaves and slave
owners, revolutionaries and reformers, soldiers and statesmen, immigrants and
refugees. These voices help define the United States at the dawn of a new century.
Engaging history of the rich cultural, social and political life of Spain from prehistoric
times to the present.
An introduction to the core Christian doctrines, the historical context in which they
arose, and their ongoing importance to contemporary Christian belief and practice.
Justo González has long been recognized as one of our best teachers and interpreters
of the church's belief and history. In this new volume he lays out the answers to three
questions crucial to understanding the Christian tradition: First, what are the core
Christian doctrines? What ideas and convictions form the heart of Christian identity?
Second, Where did these doctrines come from? What are the historical contexts in
which they first rose to prominence? How have they developed across the history of the
church? Finally, what do these doctrines mean today? What claims do they continue to
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place on Christian belief and practice in the twenty-first century? Written with the clarity
and insight for which González is famous, A Short History of Christian Doctrine will
serve the needs of students in church history, historical theology, and systematic
theology classes in college/university settings, as well as seminaries/theological
schools.
Looks at the decay of the tsarist empire and the causes of the Revolution, discusses
the aims of the Bolshevik party, and recounts the major events of the conflict
The massive size of the original six-volume History of Woman Suffrage has likely
limited its impact on the lives of the women who benefitted from the efforts of the
pioneering suffragists. By collecting miscellanies like state suffrage reports and
speeches of every sort without interpretation or restraint, the set was often neglected as
impenetrable. In their Concise History of Woman Suffrage, Mari Jo Buhle and Paul
Buhle have revitalized this classic text by carefully selecting from among its best
material. The eighty-two chosen documents, now including interpretative introductory
material by the editors, give researchers easy access to material that the original work's
arrangement often caused readers to ignore or to overlook. The volume contains the
work of many reform agitators, among them Angelina Grimké, Lucy Stone, Carrie
Chapman Catt, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Anna Howard Shaw, Jane Addams,
Sojourner Truth, and Victoria Woodhull, as well as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B.
Anthony, Matilda Joslyn Gage, and Ida Husted Harper.
From one of the world's leading historians?a comprehensive narrative of the 3,000
years that have formed Asia's people, culture, and global destiny Tracing its origins in
Mesopotamia to its modern role on the global geopolitical stage, historian Arthur
Cotterell offers a compelling, lively, and readable account of one of the most culturally
diverse, and often misunderstood, parts of the world. Beginning with the emergence of
the world's earliest civilization in 3000 BC, Asia: A Concise History provides a
fascinating look at the global convulsions?like the rise and fall of Assyria and Persia,
the medieval states that flourished after the advent of Islam, and the modern
transformations triggered by the lightning conquests of imperial Japan?that have
shaped the continent. Covers the great events and figures of Asian history, along with a
look at the monumental remains that bear witness to those times: the ziggurats of Iraq,
the Taj Mahal, the Great Wall of China, the temple of Angkor Wat Includes fascinating
slices of history, including funeral arrangements for Qin Shi Huangdi in 210 BC; an
extract from Lord Macartney's journal of his 1793 diplomatic mission to the Qing
emperor Qian Long; and Toyotomi Hideyoshi's edict of 1587 banning firearms in Japan
Features boxed inserts of special interest?like a Babylonian recipe for lamb stew circa
1500 BC Contains over 100 illustrations, maps, and photos Other books by Cotterell:
The Minoan World, The First Emperor of China, The Encyclopedia of Mythology, and
Chariot Destined to become a reference staple for history buffs and students of Asian
history, Asia: A Concise History offers readers a breathtaking narrative and wealth of
detail that make the formative periods, key events, and personalities from this once
remote part of the world come alive.
To this day, Japan's modern ascendancy challenges many assumptions about world
history, particularly theories regarding the rise of the west and why the modern world
looks the way it does. In this engaging new history, Brett L. Walker tackles key themes
regarding Japan's relationships with its minorities, state and economic development,
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and the uses of science and medicine. The book begins by tracing the country's early
history through archaeological remains, before proceeding to explore life in the imperial
court, the rise of the samurai, civil conflict, encounters with Europe, and the advent of
modernity and empire. Integrating the pageantry of a unique nation's history with
today's environmental concerns, Walker's vibrant and accessible new narrative then
follows Japan's ascension from the ashes of World War II into the thriving nation of
today. It is a history for our times, posing important questions regarding how we should
situate a nation's history in an age of environmental and climatological uncertainties.
With a chronological narrative that offers a truly global context, The Making of the West:
A Concise History tells the story of the cross-cultural exchanges that have shaped
Western history. This author-abridged version of the parent text offers the flexibility of a
brief book along with a full-color map and art program and comprehensive supplement
options, including a free sourcebook. The result is a brief book that, in addition to being
an excellent price, is an excellent value.
An incisive account of the entire history of historical writing worldwide by one of the
leading intellects in the field.
This book provides a history of the New Deal, exploring the institutional, political, and
cultural changes experienced by the United States during the Great Depression.
For a small, prosperous country in the middle of Europe, modern Austria has a very
large and complex history, extending far beyond its current borders. Today's Austrians
have a problematic relationship with that history, whether with the multi-national history
of the Habsburg Monarchy, or with the time between 1938 and 1945 when Austrians
were Germans in Hitler's Third Reich. Steven Beller's gripping and comprehensive
account traces the remarkable career of Austria through its many transformations, from
German borderland, to dynastic enterprise, imperial house, Central European great
power, failed Alpine republic, German province, and then successful Alpine republic,
building up a picture of the layers of Austrian identity and heritage and their diverse
sources. It is a story full of anomalies and ironies, a case study of the other side of
European history, without the easy answers of more clearly national narratives, and
hence far more relevant to today's world.
This volume presents a survey of the rich heritage of the city of Massachusetts,
showing how it has long exerted an influence disproportionate to its size. The authors
argue that the experiences of the people of Massachusetts have been emblematic of
larger themes in American history.
Expanded and updated for the new millennium. Covering the life of Christ, the election
of Pope Benedict XVI, and everything in between, A Concise History of the Catholic
Church has been one of the bestselling religious histories of the past two decades and
a mainstay for scholars, students, and others looking for a definitive, accessible history
of Catholicism. With a clarity that will appeal to any reader, Thomas Bokenkotter divides
his study into five parts that correspond to the major historical and epochal
developments in Catholicism. His authoritative, thorough approach takes readers from
the Church’s triumph over paganism, through "the sound and fury of renewal," to a new
section devoted to such topics as dissent and current developments in the ecumenical
movement. Informative illustrations throughout the book, new to this edition, enrich the
reader's experience, and the addition of a wide-ranging bibliography increases its value
as a sourcebook.
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