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To what extent do women accept, adjust and challenge the intersecting and shifting relations of cultural, political and religious
discourses that organize their (sexual) lives? Seeking to expand the focus on changing gender roles and construction of diasporic
femininities and sexualities in migration studies, Farahani presents an original analysis of first generation Iranian immigrant women
in Sweden. Certainly, highlighting the hybrid experiences of Swedish Iranians, Farahani explores the tensions that develop
between the process of (self)disciplining women’s bodies and the coping tactics that women employ. Subsequently, Gender,
Sexuality, and Diaspora demonstrates how migratory experiences impact sexuality and, conversely, how sexuality is constitutive of
migratory processes. A timely book rich with empirical and theoretical insights on the subject of gender, diaspora and sexuality, it
will appeal to scholars and undergraduate and postgraduate students of gender studies, anthropology, sociology, sexuality
studies, diaspora, postcolonial and Middle Eastern studies.
By focusing on the religio-political dimension of the Gospel of John and using a postcolonial framework, Kim reads the Gospel of
John as a Jewish nationalist discourse that develops at the expense of its female characters.
The varying interests of competing minority groups often part company with regard to how to achieve an equitable community.
Worlds of Difference rethinks the traditional interpretation of the principle of educational equity in light of this difficulty. Theorists
and educational practitioners influenced by many disparate schools of thought reflect upon the possibilities of a "curriculum of
difference" in relation to questions of language, culture, and media at the forefront of global education issues today. Collectively,
the authors argue that education in theory and practice must reawaken an ethical consciousness that affirms the negative values
of difference, but still recognizes the uniqueness and particularity of each group.
The 25 January 2011 uprising and the unprecedented dissent and discord to which it gave rise shattered the notion of
homogeneity that had characterized state representations of Egypt and Egyptians since 1952. It allowed for the eruption of
identities along multiple lines, including class, ideology, culture, and religion, long suppressed by state control. Concomitantly a
profusion of women's voices arose to further challenge the state-managed feminism that had sought to define and carefully
circumscribe women's social and civic roles in Egypt. Women in Revolutionary Egypt takes the uprising as the point of departure
for an exploration of how gender in post-Mubarak Egypt came to be rethought, reimagined, and contested. It examines key areas
of tension between national and gender identities, including gender empowerment through art and literature, particularly graffiti
and poetry, the disciplining of the body, and the politics of history and memory. Shereen Abouelnaga argues that this new
cartography of women's struggle has to be read in a context that takes into consideration the micropolitics of everyday life as well
as the larger processes that work to separate the personal from the political. She shows how a new generation of women is
resisting, both discursively and visually, the notion of a fixed or 'authentic' notion of Egyptian womanhood in spite of prevailing
social structures and in face of all gendered politics of imagined nation.
Genealogies of Emotions, Intimacies and Desire excavates epistemologies which attempt to explain changes in emotional regimes
from medieval society to late modernity. Key in this debate is the concept of intimacy. The book shows that different historical
periods are characterized by emotional regimes where intimacy in the form of desire, sex, passion, and sex largely exist outside
marriage, and that marriage and traditional normative values and structures are fundamentally incompatible with the expression of
intimacy in the history of emotional regimes. The book draws on the work of a number of theorists who assess change in
emotional regimes by drawing on intimacy including Michel Foucault, Eva Illouz, Lauren Berlant, Anthony Giddens, Laura Ann
Stoler, Anne McClintock, Niklas Luhmann and David Shumway. Some of the areas covered by the book include: Foucault, sex and
sexuality; romantic and courtly love; intimacy in late modernity; Imperial power, gender and intimacy, intimacy and feminist
interventions; and the commercialization of intimacy. This book will appeal to students and scholars in the social sciences and
humanities, including sociology, gender studies, cultural studies, and literary studies.
The Blackwell Guide to Feminist Philosophy is a definitive introduction to the field, consisting of 15 newly-contributed essays that
apply philosophical methods and approaches to feminist concerns. Offers a key view of the project of centering women’s
experience. Includes topics such as feminism and pragmatism, lesbian philosophy, feminist epistemology, and women in the
history of philosophy.
The contemporary fields of the study of culture, the humanities and the social sciences are unfolding in a dynamic constellation of
cultural turns. This book provides a comprehensive overview of these theoretically and methodologically groundbreaking
reorientations. It discusses the value of the new focuses and their analytical categories for the work of a wide range of disciplines.
In addition to chapters on the interpretive, performative, reflexive, postcolonial, translational, spatial and iconic turns, it discusses
emerging directions of research. Drawing on a wealth of international research, this book maps central topics and approaches in
the study of culture and thus provides systematic impetus for changed disciplinary and transdisciplinary research in the humanities
and beyond – e.g., in the fields of sociology, economics and the study of religion. This work is the English translation by Adam
Blauhut of an influential German book that has now been completely revised. It is a stimulating example of a cross-cultural
translation between different theoretical cultures and also the first critical synthesis of cultural turns in the English-speaking world.
Analyzes the literary representations of women in Salvadoran and US-Salvadoran narratives since 1980.

A riveting family portrait of four generations of Jewish women from Calcutta.
The book contains a selection of papers focusing on the idea of crossing boundaries in literary and cultural texts
composed in English. The authors come from different methodological schools and analyse texts coming from different
periods and cultures, trying to find common ground (the theme of the volume) between the apparently generically and
temporarily varied works and phenomena. In this way, a plethora of perspectives is offered, perspectives which represent
a high standard both in terms of theoretical reflection and in-depth analysis of selected texts. Consequently, the volume is
addressed to a wide scope of both scholars and students working in the field of English and American literary and cultural
studies; furthermore, it will be of interest also to students interested in theoretical issues linked with investigations into
literature and culture.
Landscape is the space of negotiation between human beings and the physical world, and rarely are the negotiations
more complex and subtle than those conducted through the desert landscape along the Mexico-U.S. border. Patricia L.
Price views the shaping of the landscape on and around the border through various narratives that have sought to
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establish claims to these dry lands. Most prominent are the accounts of Anglo-American expansionism and Manifest
Destiny juxtaposed with the Chicano nationalist tale of Aztlan in the twentieth century, all constituting collective,
contending claims to the U.S. Southwest. Demonstrating how stories can become vehicles for reshaping places and
identities, Price considers characters old and new who inhabit the contemporary borderlands between Mexico and the
United States-ranging from longstanding manifestations of good and evil in the figures of the Virgin of Guadalupe and the
Devil to a collection of lay saints embodying current concerns. Dry Place weaves together theoretical insights with fieldbased inquiry, autobiography, and creative writing to arrive at a textured understanding of the bordered landscape of late
modern subjectivity. Patricia L. Price is associate professor of geography in the Department of International Relations at
Florida International University in Miami.
Gender, Nation and State in Modern Japan makes a unique contribution to the international literature on the formation of
modern nation–states in its focus on the gendering of the modern Japanese nation-state from the late nineteenth century
to the present. References to gender relations are deeply embedded in the historical concepts of nation and nationalism,
and in the related symbols, metaphors and arguments. Moreover, the development of the binary opposition between
masculinity and femininity and the development of the modern nation-state are processes which occurred
simultaneously. They were the product of a shift from a stratified, hereditary class society to a functionally-differentiated
social body. This volume includes the work of an international group of scholars from Japan, the United States, Australia
and Germany, which in many cases appears in English for the first time. It provides an interdisciplinary perspective on
the formation of the modern Japanese nation–state, including comparative perspectives from research on the formation
of the modern nation–state in Europe, thus bringing research on Japan into a transnational dialogue. This volume will be
of interest in the fields of modern Japanese history, gender studies, political science and comparative studies of
nationalism.
By tracing out the intersection between the imagined space of the national economy and the gendered construction of
"expert" knowledge in development thought, Suzanne Bergeron provides a provocative analysis of development
discourse and practice. By elaborating a framework of including/excluding economic subjects and activities in
development economics, she provides a rich account of the role that economists have played in framing the contested
political and cultural space of development. Bergeron's account of the construction of the national economy as an object
of development policy follows its shifting meanings through modernization and growth models, dependency theory,
structural adjustment, and contemporary debates about globalization and highlights how intersections of nation and
economy are based on gendered and colonial scripts. The author's analysis of development debates effectively
demonstrates that critics of development who ignore economists' nation stories may actually bolster the formation they
are attempting to subvert. Fragments of Development is essential reading for those interested in development studies,
feminist economics, international political economy, and globalization studies.
"This breathtakingly broad, interdisciplinary reader demonstrates how widely feminist thinking has spread, how deeply it
has shaken settled assumptions in the disciplines and how much new light it throws on contemporary controversies." Myra Marx Ferree, University of Wisconsin-Madison "A timely intervention and highly engaged, thoughtful and scholarly
analysis of the state of gender and women?s studies in the West by three eminent feminist scholars... Highly cognisant of
the central issues that have fractured, blocked and enhanced western feminism." - Bev Skeggs, Goldsmiths "The
comprehensiveness and the interdisciplinary range of themes are impressive, and they make the Handbook into a
wonderful tool for teachers and students of women?s and gender studies." - Nina Lykke, Linkoeping University Gender
and women?s studies is one of the most challenging fields within the social sciences - the dynamics of gender relations
and the social and cultural implications of gender constructions offer a lively forum of debate. The Handbook of Gender
and Women?s Studies presents a comprehensive and engaging review of the most recent developments within the field,
including the study of masculinity, the feminist implications of postmodernism, the ?cultural turn? and globalization. The
authors review current research and offer critical analyses of women?s and gender studies in work, the welfare state,
family, education, religion, violence and war and feminist global politics. Edited by three leading academics from Europe
and the United States, and with 25 chapters written by scholars based throughout the world, the Handbook situates the
most important debates in the field within a uniquely international and interdisciplinary context. The Handbook is a useful
introduction to gender theory and an exciting starting-point for fresh debates.
Ever since the uprisings that swept the Arab world, the role of Arab women in political transformations received
unprecedented media attention. The copious commentary, however, has yet to result in any serious study of the gender
dynamics of political upheaval. Rethinking Gender in Revolutions and Resistance is the first book to analyse the interplay
between moments of sociopolitical transformation, emerging subjectivities and the different modes of women's agency in
forging new gender norms in the Arab world. Written by scholars and activists from the countries affected, including
Palestine, Egypt, Tunisia and Libya, this is an important addition to Middle Eastern gender studies.
Decision making is the oil that greases the wheel of social movement organizing. Done poorly, it derails organizations
and coalitions; done well, it advances the movement and may model those changes movements seek to effect in society.
Despite its importance, movement decision making has been little studied. Section One makes a singular contribution to
the study of social movement decision making through seven focused case studies, followed by a critical commentary.
The case studies on decision making cut across a wide breadth of social movement contexts, including Peace Brigades
International teams, a feminist bakery collective, Earth First, the NGO Forum on Women, Friends of the Earth, the
Tlapanec indigenous movement in Mexico, an on-line strategic voting campaign, and Korean labor movements. The
section concludes with Jane Mansbridge's synthesis and critical commentary on the papers, wherein she continues to
make her own substantive contributions to the literature on consensus decision making. The three papers in Section Two
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focus on Northern Ireland, where frustration with inter-community conflict resolution spawned a movement promoting
intra-community or 'single tradition' programs. Two chapters provide invaluable comparative studies of the benefits and
shortcomings of these counter-movements, while the third paper applies constructive conflict and nonviolent action
theories to recent developments in the annual parades disputes. The volume closes with two papers on Native American
issues. The first examines an initiative to teach conflict history and build conflict analysis and resolution skills among the
Seneca Nation. The final case study of two Native American women's organizations demonstrates how socially construct
This title was first published in 2003. The essay collection explores the conjunctions of nation, gender, and visual representation in a number
of countries-including Ireland, Scotland, Britain, Canada, Finland, Russia and Germany-during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The
contributors show visual imagery to be a particularly productive focus for analysing the intersections of nation and gender, since the nation
and nationalism, as abstract concepts, have to be "embodied" in ways that make them imaginable, especially through the means of art. They
explore how allegorical female figures personify the nation across a wide range of visual media, from sculpture to political cartoons and how
national architectures may also be gendered. They show how through such representations, art reveals the ethno-cultural bases of
nationalisms. Through the study of such images, the essays in this volume cast new light on the significance of gender in the construction of
nationalist ideology and the constitution of the nation-state. In tackling the conjunctions of nation, gender and visual representation, the case
studies presented in this publication can be seen to provide exciting new perspectives on the study of nations, of gender and the history of
art. The range of countries chosen and the variety of images scrutinised create a broad arena for further debate.
Multiculturalism is a concept that has been stretched to include a variety of political conditions, mainly in countries that have liberal
democratic political systems and traditions. In this North/South ‘comparison’ we illuminate remedies pursued by governments and various
political interests to address the binary. Tensions of culture and rights may not be the same everywhere. An interesting point of comparison is
in the treatment of liberalism – often assumed in the global North to be the universal norms to be defended, whereas in the global South,
liberalism itself may be viewed as the problem. Colonial histories are fraught with discriminatory legislation aimed at accommodating
indigenous populations, often a trade-off for more structural redistributive justice through, for example, land reform. In Africa, for example, the
codification of customary law has reinforced misogynistic and static interpretations of ‘African culture’. This book will show how varied and
complex the embodiment of multiculturalism as a political practice, or policy discourse in different political contexts can be, and how often the
outcome of multicultural discourses creates a binary between culture and universal human rights. The aim of this book is to grapple with
dislodging this binary. This book was published as a special issue of Politikon.
In the last half century, economics has taken over from anthropology the role of drawing the powerful conceptual worldviews that organize
knowledge and inform policy in both domestic and international contexts. Until now however, the colonial roots of economic theory have
remained relatively unstudied. This book changes that. The wide array of contributions to this book draw on the rapidly growing body of
postcolonial studies to critique both orthodox and heterodox economics. This book addresses a large gap in postcolonial studies, which lacks
the type of sophisticated analysis of economic questions that it displays in its analysis of culture. The intellectual and disciplinary terrain
covered within this book spans economics, history, anthropology, philosophy, literary theory, political science and women's studies.
The authors examine the conduct of men and women in the British Empire, focusing on topics such as politics, medicine, sexuality, childhood,
religion and migration and ask why the empire was dominated by men and how that domination affected the conduct of imperial politics.
Updated with new material to reflect the latest developments in the field, Gender in History: Global Perspectives, 2nd Edition, provides a
concise overview of the construction of gender in world cultures from the Paleolithic era to modern times. Includes examples drawn from the
most recent scholarship relating to a diverse range of cultures, from Ancient Mesopotamia to post-Soviet Russia, and from the Igbo of
Nigeria, to the Iroquois of north eastern North America. Reflects new developments in the field with added coverage of primates, slavery,
colonialism, masculinity, and transgender issues Features significant discussion of the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods, an important trend in
the study of world history Lays out key theoretical and methodological issues in an introduction that is written in accessible language
Supplementary material for instructors and students available at www.wiley.com/go/wiesnerhanks
"Most people in the world, from Africa to Asia and beyond, live in the aftermath of colonialism. Their day-to-day lives are defined by their past
history as colonized peoples, often in ways that are subtle or hard to define. In Dangerous Liaisons, eminent contributors address the issues
raised by the postcolonial condition, considering nationhood, history, gender, and identity from an interdisciplinary perspective. Among the
questions they address are: What are the boundaries of race and ethnicity in a diasporic world? How have women been so effectively
excluded from national power? What have been the historical aftermaths of different forms of colonialism? What are the cultural and political
consequences of colonial partitions of the nation-state? Representing an essential intervention, Dangerous Liaisons is a crucial guidebook for
those concerned with understanding postcoloniality at the moment when it is becoming more and more widely discussed."--Provided by
publisher.
Transnational Canadas marks the first sustained inquiry into the relationship between globalization and Canadian literature written in English.
Tracking developments in the literature and its study from the centennial period to the present, it shows how current work in transnational
studies can provide new insights for researchers and students. Arguing first that the dichotomy of Canadian nationalism and globalization is
no longer valid in today’s economic climate, Transnational Canadas explores the legacy of leftist nationalism in Canadian literature. It
examines the interventions of multicultural writing in the 1980s and 1990s, investigating the cultural politics of the period and how they
increasingly became part of Canada’s state structure. Under globalization, the book concludes, we need to understand new forms of
subjectivity and mobility as sites for cultural politics and look beyond received notions of belonging and being. An original contribution to the
study of Canadian literature, Transnational Canadas seeks to invigorate discussion by challenging students and researchers to understand
the national and the global simultaneously, to look at the politics of identity beyond the rubric of multiculturalism, and to rethink the slippery
notion of the political for the contemporary era.
Contrasting strong women and multiculturalism with portrayals of a heroic white male leading the nation into battle, The Prime-Time
Presidency explores the NBC drama The West Wing, paying particular attention to its role in promoting cultural meaning about the presidency
and U.S. nationalism. Based in a careful, detailed analysis of the "first term" of The West Wing's President Josiah Bartlet, this criticism
highlights the ways the text negotiates powerful tensions and complex ambiguities at the base of U.S. national identity--particularly the role of
gender, race, and militarism in the construction of U.S. nationalism. Unlike scattered and disparate collections of essays, Trevor Parry-Giles
and Shawn J. Parry-Giles offer a sustained, ideologically driven criticism of The West Wing. The Prime-time Presidency presents a detailed
critique of the program rooted in presidential history, an appreciation of television's power as a source of political meaning, and television's
contribution to the articulation of U.S. national identity.

The first collection to emphasize the complex interaction between gender and postcoloniality. Most people in the world, from Africa
to Asia and beyond, live in the aftermath of colonialism. Their day-to-day lives are defined by their past history as colonized
peoples, often in ways that are subtle or hard to define. In Dangerous Liaisons, eminent contributors address the issues raised by
the postcolonial condition, considering nationhood, history, gender, and identity from an inter-disciplinary perspective. Among the
questions they address are: What are the boundaries of race and ethnicity in a diasporic world? How have women been so
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effectively excluded from national power? What have been the historical aftermaths of different forms of colonialism? What are the
cultural and political consequences of colonial partitions of the nation-state? Representing an essential intervention, Dangerous
Liaisons is a crucial guidebook for those concerned with understanding postcoloniality at the moment when it is becoming more
and more widely discussed.
In this interdisciplinary volume, contributors analyze the expression of Latina/o cultural identity through performance. With music,
theater, dance, visual arts, body art, spoken word, performance activism, fashion, and street theater as points of entry, contributors
discuss cultural practices and the fashoning of identity in Latino/a communities throughout the US. Examining the areas of
crossover between Latin and American cultures gives new meaning to the notion of "borderlands." This volume features senior
scholars and up-and-coming academics from cultural, visual, and performance studies, folklore, and ethnomusicology.
Palestinian Literature and Film in Postcolonial Feminist Perspective is the first sustained study of gender-consciousness in the
Palestinian creative imagination. Drawing on concepts from postcolonial feminist theory, Ball analyses a range of literary and filmic
works by major creative practitioners including Michel Khleifi , Liana Badr, Annemarie Jacir, Elia Suleiman, Mona Hatoum and
Suheir Hammad, and reveals a hitherto unrecognized trajectory in gender-consciousness under development in the Palestinian
imagination from the start of the twentieth century. The book explores how these works resonate with questions of power, identity,
nation, resistance, and self-representation in the Palestinian imagination more broadly, and asks how these gender-conscious
narratives transform our understanding of Palestine's struggle for postcoloniality. Working at the cusp of postcolonial, feminist and
cultural enquiry, Ball seeks to open up vital new directions in the interdisciplinary study of Palestine.
Few books tell such a broad global history using an interdisciplinary approach that blends historical and cultural scholarship. The
authors are based at UTS - faculty of Humanities and Social Studies. For five centuries, colonialism and modernity have
profoundly shaped the cultures of the world. This book traces these interacting long-term historical processes, and the parallel
history of anti-colonial movements and ideas. It outlines the rise to global dominance of Europe since the 16th century, and the
attendant modernity that shaped and defined this rise. Gillen and Ghosh show how colonialism and modernity dramatically
changed the lives of the colonised peoples, the invading settlers who established overseas colonies, those who remained in
Europe, and the diasporas created by invasions, slavery, indentured labour and voluntary migration.
First comparative study of urban fiction in the US and Canada investigates representations of the urban after postmodernism in
two New York and two Toronto novels.
On the Shoulders of Grandmothers is a global ethnography of Ukrainian transnational migration. Gendered migrant subjectivities
are a key site for understanding the production of neoliberal capitalism and Ukrainian nation-state building, a fraught process that
places Ukraine precariously between Europe and Russia with dramatic implications for the political economy of the region.
However, processes of gender and migration that undergird transnational nation-state building require further attention. Solari
compares two patterns of Ukrainian migration: the "forced" exile of middle-aged women, most grandmothers, to Italy and the
"voluntary" exodus of families, led by the same cohort of middle-aged women, to the United States. In both receiving sites these
migrants are caregivers to the elderly. Using in-depth interviews and ethnographic data collected in three countries, Solari shows
that Ukrainian nation-state building occurs transnationally. She examines the collective practices of migrants who are building the
"new" Ukraine from the outside in and shaping both Italy and the United States as well. The Ukrainian state, in order to fulfil its
First World aspirations of joining Europe and distancing itself from all things Soviet, is pursuing a gendered reorganization of family
and work structures to achieve a transition from socialism to capitalism. This has created a labor force of migrant grandmothers
who carry the new Ukraine on their shoulders. Solari shows that this post-Soviet economic transformation requires a change in the
moral order as migrant women struggle to understand how to be "good" mothers and grandmothers and men join women in
attempts to teach their children to be successful and honorable people, now that the social rules have drastically changed. Looking
at individual migrant women and men and their families in Ukraine allows us to see the production of neoliberal capitalism and new
nationalism from the ground up and the outside in for a region that promises to be a flashpoint in our century.
The Second Edition of this popular text examines the mass media as economic and cultural institutions that shape our social
identities.
This path-breaking book provides a comparative analysis of public discourses in France and Australia on a series of highly
mediatised racialised gang rapes that occurred during the early to mid-2000s. These rapes led to intense public debate in both
countries regarding an apparent ‘gang rape phenomenon’ associated with young men of Muslim background. By comparing the
responses to similar instances of sexual violence in two very different Western liberal democracies, this book explores the
relationship between constructions of national, gender and ethnic identity in modern, developed nations of the West. The impact of
immigration and cultural diversity on communities has become an issue of central concern to Western liberal democracies in
recent years. With greater movements of people than ever before, and large temporary migrant populations who have not ‘gone
home’, the discourse of a ‘crisis of national identity’ is a feature of many democracies in the West. At the same time, in a
supposedly ‘post-feminist’ age, the focus of debates around women’s rights in these democracies has increasingly been the
extent to which the cultural values of immigrant and ethnic minority populations are compatible with the espoused gender equality
of the West. Through an analysis of these rapes, Kiran Kaur Grewal identifies certain commonalities as well as interesting points of
divergence within the two nations’ public discourses. In doing so she identifies the limitations of current debates and proposes
alternative ways of understanding the tensions at play when trying to respond to acts of extreme sexism and violence committed
by members of ethnic minority communities.

The politics of nationalism and nationbuilding -- 1947: from partition to creation -- 1971: politics of silence, or refusal to
remember? -- Gendered nationbuilding -- Frozen in time? war crimes, justice and political forgiveness -- Partnership with
transnational networks for gender-sensitive justice mechanism
Shadowlines: Women and Borders in Contemporary Asia explores the often ambiguous and contradictory roles of Asian
women in the postcolonial world. As globalisation advances, labour mobility is transforming traditional definitions of
women’s work. The commodification of female sexuality in both the international and the national marketplace generates
conflicting dynamics of oppression and liberation, as do the wider possibilities of employment and migration more
generally. The consequences can be enslaving or empowering, depending on context. How do the women themselves
experience these changes? What are their opportunities for engagement with the wider political world which shapes
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these processes? In this volume, a range of eminent academics address these questions by placing the testimony of
individual women within the wider discourse of postcolonialism and gender studies.
This book provides a unique social science reading on the construction of nation, gender and sexuality and on the
interactions among them. It includes international case studies from Indonesia, Ireland, former Yugoslavia, Liberia, Sri
Lanka, Australia, the USA, Turkey, China, India and the Caribbean. The contributors offer both the masculine and
feminine perspective, exposing how nations are comprised of sexed bodies, and exploring the gender ironies of
nationalism and how sexuality plays a key role in nation building and in sustaining national identity. The contributors
conclude that control over access to the benefits of belonging to the nation is invariably gendered; nationalism becomes
the language through which sexual control and repression is justified masculine prowess is expressed and exercised.
Whilst it is men who claim the prerogatives of nation and nation building it is, for the most part, women who actually
accept the obligation of nation and nation building.
This collection explores the multifarious manifestations of gender intrinsic to national ideologies, the use of gender in the
construction and development of nation states, and the role of political, literary, and cinematographic discourses in
cultural debates that define national and international borders in post-colonial societies. The selected essays focus
primarily on Europe and Latin America and consider the implications of colonialism, dictatorship, and the transition to
democracy on national identities as well as the deliberate use of gendered language and images in the development of
discourses of hegemony, frequently used to underpin support for individual political regimes, or as a call to arms to
defend national patrimony. (Series: Cultural Studies / Kulturwissenschaft / Estudios Culturales / Etudes Culturelles, Vol.
55) [Subject: Gender Studies, Politics, Sociology, Cultural Studies]
Soap opera speaks a universal language, presenting characters and plots that resonate far beyond the culture that
creates them. Latin American soap operas—telenovelas—have found enthusiastic audiences throughout the Americas and
Europe, as well as in Egypt, Russia, and China, while Mexican narco-dramas have become highly popular among
Latinos in the United States. In this first comprehensive analysis of telenovelas and narco-dramas, Hugo Benavides
assesses the dynamic role of melodrama in creating meaningful cultural images to explain why these genres have
become so successful while more elite cultural productions are declining in popularity. Benavides offers close readings of
the Colombian telenovelas Betty la fea (along with its Mexican and U.S. reincarnations La fea más bella and Ugly Betty),
Adrián está de visita, and Pasión de gavilanes; the Brazilian historical telenovela Xica; and a variety of Mexican narcodrama films. Situating these melodramas within concrete historical developments in Latin America, he shows how
telenovelas and narco-dramas serve to unite peoples of various countries and provide a voice of rebellion against oftenoppressive governmental systems. Indeed, Benavides concludes that as one of the most effective and lucrative
industries in Latin America, telenovelas and narco-dramas play a key role in the ongoing reconfiguration of social
identities and popular culture.
This collection suggests that the disciplines of literature and anthropology are not static entities but instead fluid sites of
shifting cultural currents and academic interests. The essays conclude that the origins, sources, and intersections of the
two disciplines are constantly being revised, and reconceived, leading to new possibilities of understanding texts. The
authors address the ways in which the language of social science fuses with that of the literary imagination. The essays
fit excellently with the current interest in interdisciplinary studies and challenge students to see texts as parts of a larger
global and cultural matrix.
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