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For over 25 years The Handbook of British Archaeology has been the foremost guide to
archaeological methods, artefacts and monuments, providing clear explanations of all
specialist terms used by archaeologists. This completely revised and updated edition is packed
with the latest information and now includes the most recent developments in archaeological
science. Meticulously researched, every section has been extensively updated by a team of
experts. There are chapters devoted to each of the archaeological periods found in Britain, as
well as two chapters on techniques and the nature of archaeological remains. All the common
artefacts, types of sites and current theories and methods are covered. The growing interest in
post-medieval and industrial archaeology is fully explored in a brand new section dealing with
these crucial periods. Hundreds of new illustrations enable instant comparison and
identification of objects and monuments - from Palaeolithic handaxes to post-medieval
gravestones. Several maps pinpoint the key sites, and other features include an extensive
bibliography and a detailed index. The Handbook of British Archaeology is the most
comprehensive resource book available and is essential for anyone with an interest in the
subject - from field archaeologists and academics to students, heritage professionals, Time
Team followers and amateur enthusiasts.
"A joint publication of the Society for Church Archaeology and the Society for Post-Medieval
Archaeology."
This Handbook is the first comprehensive survey of a rapidly expanding sub-field in
archaeology, the study of the present and recent past. It seeks to explore the boundaries of
this emerging area, to develop a tool-kit of concepts and methods, which are applicable to this
new sub-field, and to suggest important future trajectories for research.
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Ritual and Religion provides a comprehensive
overview by period and region of the relevant archaeological material in relation to theory,
methodology, definition, and practice. Although, as the title indicates, the focus is upon
archaeological investigations of ritual and religion, by necessity ideas and evidence from other
disciplines are also included, among them anthropology, ethnography, religious studies, and
history. The Handbook covers a global span - Africa, Asia, Australasia, Europe, and the
Americas - and reaches from the earliest prehistory (the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic) to
modern times. In addition, chapters focus upon relevant themes, ranging from landscape to
death, from taboo to water, from gender to rites of passage, from ritual to fasting and feasting.
Written by over sixty specialists, renowned in their respective fields, the Handbook presents
the very best in current scholarship, and will serve both as a comprehensive introduction to its
subject and as a stimulus to further research.
Death and dying and death-related behavior involve the causes of death and the nature of the
actions and emotions surrounding death among the living. Interest in the varied dimensions of
death and dying has led to the development of death studies that move beyond medical
research to include behavioral science disciplines and practitioner-oriented fields. As a result of
this interdisciplinary interest, the literature in the field has proliferated. This two-volume
resource addresses the traditional death and dying–related topics but also presents a unique
focus on the human experience to create a new dimension to the study of death and dying.
With more than 300 entries, the Encyclopedia of Death and the Human Experience includes
the complex cultural beliefs and traditions and the institutionalized social rituals that surround
dying and death, as well as the array of emotional responses relating to bereavement, grieving,
and mourning. The Encyclopedia is enriched through important multidisciplinary contributions
and perspectives as it arranges, organizes, defines, and clarifies a comprehensive list of deathrelated perspectives, concepts, and theories. Key Features Imparts significant insight into the
process of dying and the phenomenon of death Includes contributors from Asia,; Africa;
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Australia; Canada; China; eastern, southern, and western Europe; Iceland; Scandinavia; South
America; and the United States who offer important interdisciplinary and cross-cultural
perspectives Provides a special focus on the cultural artifacts and social institutions and
practices that constitute the human experience Addresses death-related terms and concepts
such as angel makers, equivocal death, end-of-life decision making, near-death experiences,
cemeteries, ghost photography, halo nurses, caregiver stress, cyberfunerals, global religious
beliefs and traditions, and death denial Presents a selective use of figures, tables, and images
Key Themes Arts, Media, and Popular Culture Perspectives Causes of Death
Conceptualization of Death, Dying, and the Human Experience Coping With Loss and Grief:
The Human Experience Cross-Cultural Perspectives Cultural-Determined, Social-Oriented,
and Violent Forms of Death Developmental and Demographic Perspectives Funerals and
Death-Related Activities Legal Matters Process of DyingSymbolic Rituals, Ceremonies, and
Celebrations of Life Theories and Concepts Unworldly Entities and Events With an array of
topics that include traditional subjects and important emerging ideas, the Encyclopedia of
Death and the Human Experience is the ultimate resource for students, researchers,
academics, and others interested in this intriguing area of study.
How did past communities and individuals remember through social and ritual practices? How
important were mortuary practices in processes of remembering and forgetting the past? This
innovative new research work focuses upon identifying strategies of remembrance. Evidence
can be found in a range of archaeological remains including the adornment and alteration of
the body in life and death, the production, exchange, consumption and destruction of material
culture, the construction, use and reuse of monuments, and the social ordering of architectural
space and the landscape. This book shows how in the past, as today, shared memories are
important and defining aspects of social and ritual traditions, and the practical actions of
dealing with and disposing of the dead can form a central focus for the definition of social
memory.
First reference work to explore the research on gender in archaeology.
Britain was the industrial and political powerhouse of the nineteenth century—the birthplace of
the Industrial Revolution and the center of the largest empire of the time. With its broad
imperial reach—and even broader indirect influence—Britain had a major impact on nineteenthcentury material culture worldwide. Because British manufactured goods were widespread in
British colonies and beyond, a more nuanced understanding of those goods can enhance the
archaeological study of the people who used them far beyond Britain’s shores. However, until
recently archaeologists have given relatively little attention to such goods in Britain itself,
thereby missing what is often revealing and useful contextual information for historical
archaeologists working in countries where British goods were consumed while also leaving
significant portions of Britain’s own archaeological record poorly understood. The Importance
of British Material Culture to Historical Archaeologies of the Nineteenth Century helps fill these
gaps, through case studies demonstrating the importance and meaning of mass-produced
material culture in Britain from the birth of the Industrial Revolution (mid-1700s) to early World
War II. By examining many disparate items—such as ceramics made for export, various goods
related to food culture, Scottish land documents, and artifacts of death—these studies enrich
both an understanding of Britain itself and the many places it influenced during the height of its
international power.
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Death and Burial reviews the current state of
mortuary archaeology and its practice, highlighting its often contentious place in the modern
socio-politics of archaeology. It contains forty-four chapters which focus on the history of the
discipline and its current scientific techniques and methods. Written by leading, international
scholars in the field, it derives its examples and case studies from a wide range of time
periods, such as the middle palaeolithic to the twentieth century, and geographical areas which
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include Europe, North and South America, Africa, and Asia. Combining up-to-date knowledge
of relevant archaeological research with critical assessments of the theme and an evaluation of
future research trajectories, it draws attention to the social, symbolic, and theoretical aspects of
interpreting mortuary archaeology. The volume is well-illustrated with maps, plans,
photographs, and illustrations and is ideally suited for students and researchers.
This practical volume focuses on the study of historic burial ground monuments but also covers
some below ground archaeology, as some projects will involve the study of both. It will be an
incomparable source for academic archaeologists, cultural resource and heritage management
archaeologists, government heritage agencies, and upper-level undergraduate and graduate
students of archaeology focused on the historic or post-medieval period, as well as forensic
researchers and anthropologists.
This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 licence. This book is the first academic study of
the post-mortem practice of gibbeting (‘hanging in chains’), since the nineteenth century.
Gibbeting involved placing the executed body of a malefactor in an iron cage and suspending it
from a tall post. A body might remain in the gibbet for many decades, while it gradually fell to
pieces. Hanging in chains was a very different sort of post-mortem punishment from
anatomical dissection, although the two were equal alternatives in the eyes of the law. Where
dissection obliterated and de-individualised the body, hanging in chains made it monumental
and rooted it in the landscape, adding to personal notoriety. Focusing particularly on the period
1752-1832, this book provides a summary of the historical evidence, the factual history of
gibbetting which explores the locations of gibbets, the material technologies involved in
hanging in chains, and the actual process from erection to eventual collapse. It also considers
the meanings, effects and legacy of this gruesome practice.
This book investigates the experience of the colonized in their landscape setting, and proposes
an 'archaeology of taxation' to investigate the relationship between local community and
central control.
"More than 100 scholars contributed to this carefully researched, well-organized, informative,
and multi-disciplinary source on death studies. Volume 1, "The Presence of Death," examines
the cultural, historical, and societal frameworks of death, such asthe universal fear of death,
spirituality and varioius religions, the legal definition of death, suicide, and capital punishment.
Volume 2, "The Response to Death," covers such topics as rites and ceremonies, grief and
bereavement, and legal matters after death."--"The Top 20 Reference Titles of the Year,"
American Libraries, May 2004.
This book is the first detailed examination of death in early modern Ireland. It deals with the
process of dying, the conduct of funerals, the arrangement of burials, the private and public
commemoration of the dead, and ideas about the afterlife. It further considers ways in which
the living fashioned ceremonies of death and the reputations of the dead to support their own
ends. It will be of interest to those concerned with Irish history and death studies generally.
This much-enhanced new edition of the highly accessible guide to practical archaeology is a
vital resource for students. It features the latest methodologies, a wealth of case studies from
around the world, and contributions from leading specialists in archaeological materials
analysis. New edition updated to include the latest archaeological methods, an enhanced focus
on post-excavation analysis and new material including a dedicated chapter on analyzing
human remains Covers the full range of current analytic methods, such as analysis of stone
tools, human remains and absolute dating Features a user-friendly structure organized
according to material types such as animal bones, ceramics and stone artifacts, as well as by
thematic topics ranging from dating techniques to report writing, and ethical concerns.
Accessible to archaeology students at all levels, with detailed references and extensive case
studies featured throughout
It might seem obvious that time lies at the heart of archaeology, since archaeology is about the
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past. However, the issue of time is complicated and often problematic, and although we take it
very much for granted, our understanding of time affects the way we do archaeology. This
book is an introduction not just to the issues of chronology and dating, but time as a theoretical
concept and how this is understood and employed in contemporary archaeology. It provides a
full discussion of chronology and change, time and the nature of the archaeological record, and
the perception of time and history in past societies. Drawing on a wide range of archaeological
examples from a variety of regions and periods, The Archaeology of Time provides students
with a crucial source book on one of the key themes of archaeology.
Recent efforts to engage more explicitly with the interpretation of emotions in archaeology
have sought new approaches and terminology to encourage archaeologists to take emotions
seriously. This is part of a growing awareness of the importance of senses—what we see, smell,
hear, and feel—in the constitution and reconstitution of past social and cultural lives. Yet
research on emotion in archaeology remains limited, despite the fact that such states underpin
many studies of socio-cultural transformation. The Archaeology of Anxiety draws together
papers that examine the local complexities of anxiety as well as the variable stimuli—class or
factional struggle, warfare, community construction and maintenance, personal turmoil, and
responsibilities to (and relationships with) the dead—that may generate emotional responses of
fear, anxiousness, worry, and concern. The goal of this timely volume is to present fresh
research that addresses the material dimension of rites and performances related to the
mitigation and negotiation of anxiety as well as the role of material culture and landscapes in
constituting and even creating periods or episodes of anxiety.
Over the past three decades, “landscape” has become an umbrella term to describe many
different strands of archaeology. From the processualist study of settlement patterns to the
phenomenologist’s experience of the natural world, from human impact on past environments
to the environment’s impact on human thought, action, and interaction, the term has been
used. In this volume, for the first time, over 80 archaeologists from three continents attempt a
comprehensive definition of the ideas and practices of landscape archaeology, covering the
theoretical and the practical, the research and conservation, and encasing the term in a global
framework. As a basic reference volume for landscape archaeology, this volume will be the
benchmark for decades to come. All royalties on this Handbook are donated to the World
Archaeological Congress.
This volume addresses the relationship between archaeologists and the dead, through the
many dimensions of their relationships: in the field (through practical and legal issues); in the
lab (through their analysis and interpretation); and in their written, visual and exhibitionary
practice - disseminated to a variety of academic and public audiences. Written from a variety of
perspectives, its authors address the experience, effect, ethical considerations, and cultural
politics of working with mortuary archaeology. Whilst some papers reflect institutional or
organisational approaches, others are more personal in their view: creating exciting and frank
insights into contemporary issues which have hitherto often remained 'unspoken' amongst the
discipline. Reframing funerary archaeologists as 'death-workers' of a kind, the contributors
reflect on their own experience to provide both guidance and inspiration to future practitioners,
arguing strongly that we have a central role to play in engaging the public with themes of
mortality and commemoration, through the lens of the past. Spurred by the recent debates in
the UK, papers from Scandinavia, Austria, Italy, the US, and the mid-Atlantic, frame these
issues within a much wider international context which highlights the importance of cultural and
historical context in which this work takes place.
The essays in Archaeology and History in Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval Greece honor
the contributions of Timothy E. Gregory to our understanding of Greece from the Roman period
to modern times. Evoking Gregory's diverse interests, the volume brings together
anthropologists, art historians, archaeologists, historians, and philologists to address such
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contested topics as the end of Antiquity, the so-called Byzantine Dark Ages, the contours of
the emerging Byzantine civilization, and identity in post-Medieval Greece. These papers
demonstrate the continued vitality of both traditional and innovative approaches to the study of
material culture and emphasise that historical interpretation should be the product of
methodological self-awareness. In particular, this volume shows how the study of the material
culture of post-Classical Greece over the last 30 years has made significant contributions to
both the larger archaeological and historical discourse. The essays in this volume are
organized under three headings - Archaeology and Method, the Archaeology of Identity, and
the Changing Landscape - which highlight three main focuses of Gregory's research. Each
essay interlaces new analyses with the contributions Gregory has made to our understanding
of Medieval and Post-Medieval Greece. Read together these essays not only make a
significant contribution to how we understand the post-Classical Greek world, but also to how
we study the material culture of the Mediterranean world more broadly.
This book provides an historical archaeology of death, burial and bereavement from the
Reformation to the present.
This volume offers a range of case studies and reflections on aspects of death and burial in
post-medieval Europe.
Tangible remains play an important role in our relationships with the dead; they are pivotal to
how we remember, mourn and grieve. The chapters in this volume analyse a diverse range of
objects and their role in the processes of grief and mourning, with contributions by scholars in
anthropology, history, fashion, thanatology, religious studies, archaeology, classics, sociology,
and political science. The book brings together consideration of emotions, memory and
material agency to inform a deeper understanding of the specific roles played by objects in
funerary contexts across historical and contemporary societies.
Saint-Maurice d'Agaune - Gudme - Vistula - Francia - Maastricht - Aachen - Gaul - Cordoba.

Croucher explores what mortuary practices can reveal about the living populations in
the Neolithic Near East. Incorporating evidence from excavations, she provides an
overview of the period and offers a unique insight into changing attitudes towards the
human body, identity, and the experiences of the lived populations of the Neolithic Near
East.
This volume investigates the archaeology of death and commemoration through
thematically linked case studies drawn from the Classical world. These investigations
stress the processes of burial and commemoration as inherently social and designed
for an audience, and they explore the meaning and importance attached to preserving
memory. While previous investigations of Greek and Roman death and burial have
tended to concentrate on period- or regionally-specific sets of data, this volume instead
focuses on a series of topical connections that highlight important facets of death and
commemoration significant to the larger Classical world. Living through the dead
investigates the subject of death and commemoration from a diverse set of
archaeologically informed approaches, including visual reception, detailed analysis of
excavated remains, landscape, and post-classical reflections and draws on artefactual,
documentary and pictorial evidence. The nine papers present recent research by some
of the leading voices on the subject, as well as some fresh perspectives. Case studies
come from Thermopylae, the Bosporan kingdom, Athens, Republican Rome, Pompeii
and Egypt. As a collected volume, they provide thematically linked investigations of key
issues in ritual, memory and (self)presentation associated with death and burial in the
Classical period. As such, this volume will be of particular interest to postgraduate
students and academics with specialist interests in the archaeology of the Classical
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world and also more broadly, as a source of comparative material, to people working on
issues related to the archaeology of death and commemoration.
Death Across Oceans: Archaeology of Coffins and Vaults in Britain, America, and
Australia brings together the leading researchers in historic mortuary practice from
Britain, North America, and Australia. It is the first book dedicated to the material culture
associated with burial in the historic, English-speaking world. It combines reflections
and evaluations from the pioneer scholars who initiated research in this field during the
1980s with studies by young scholars now pushing the research into a new and wider
range of issues. This volume will be the seminal work in this field for some time,
providing key analyses and essential bibliographic routes into site-specific literature,
and setting the research agenda for the future.
This volume offers lively current debates and case studies in historical archaeology
selected from around the world, including North America, Latin America, Africa, the
Pacific, and Europe. Authored by 19 experts in the field. Explores how historical
archaeologists think about their work, piecing together information from both material
culture and documents in an attempt to understand the lives of the people and societies
they study. Engages with current theory in an accessible manner. Truly global in its
approach but avoids subsuming local experiences of people into global patterns.
Summarizes not only the current state of historical archaeology, but also sets the
course for the field in decades to come.
The Companion to Social Archaeology is the first scholarly work to explore the
encounter of social theory and archaeology over the past two decades. Grouped into
four sections - Knowledges, Identities, Places, and Politics - each of which is prefaced
with a review essay that contextualizes the history and developments in social
archaeology and related fields. Draws together newer trends that are challenging
established ways of understanding the past. Includes contributions by leading scholars
who instigated major theoretical trends.
This volume provides an important new synthesis of archaeological work carried out in
Australia on the post-contact period. It draws on dozens of case studies from a wide
geographical and temporal span to explore the daily life of Australians in settings such
as convict stations, goldfields, whalers' camps, farms, pastoral estates and urban
neighbourhoods. The different conditions experienced by various groups of people are
described in detail, including rich and poor, convicts and their superiors, Aboriginal
people, women, children, and migrant groups. The social themes of gender, class,
ethnicity, status and identity inform every chapter, demonstrating that these are vital
parts of human experience, and cannot be separated from archaeologies of industry,
urbanization and culture contact. The book engages with a wide range of contemporary
discussions and debates within Australian history and the international discipline of
historical archaeology. The colonization of Australia was part of the international
expansion of European hegemony in the eighteenth and nineteenth century. The
material discussed here is thus fundamentally part of the global processes of
colonization and the creation of settler societies, the industrial revolution, the
development of mass consumer culture, and the emergence of national identities.
Drawing out these themes and integrating them with the analysis of archaeological
materials highlights the vital relevance of archaeology in modern society.
The question of ethics and their role in archaeology has stimulated one of the
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discipline's liveliest debates. In this collection of essays, first published in 2006, an
international team of archaeologists, anthropologists and philosophers explore the
ethical issues archaeology needs to address. Marrying the skills and expertise of
practitioners from different disciplines, the collection produces interesting insights into
many of the ethical dilemmas facing archaeology today. Topics discussed include
relations with indigenous peoples; the professional standards and responsibilities of
researchers; the role of ethical codes; the notion of value in archaeology; concepts of
stewardship and custodianship; the meaning and moral implications of 'heritage'; the
question of who 'owns' the past or the interpretation of it; the trade in antiquities; the
repatriation of skeletal material; and treatment of the dead. This important collection is
essential reading for all those working in the field of archaeology, be they scholar or
practitioner.
In April 1485, a marble sarcophagus was found on the outskirts of Rome. It contained
the remains of a young Roman woman so well-preserved that she appeared to have
only just died and the sarcophagus was placed on public view, attracting great crowds.
Such a find reminds us of the power of the dead body to evoke in the minds of living
people, be they contemporary (survivors or mourners) or distanced from the remains by
time, a range of emotions and physical responses, ranging from fascination to fear, and
from curiosity to disgust. Archaeological interpretations of burial remains can often
suggest that the skeletons which we uncover, and therefore usually associate with past
funerary practices, were what was actually deposited in graves, rather than articulated
corpses. The choices made by past communities or individuals about how to cope with
a dead body in all of its dynamic and constituent forms, and whether there was reason
to treat it in a manner that singled it out (positively or negatively) as different from other
human corpses, provide the stimulus for this volume. The nine papers provide a series
of theoretically informed, but not constrained, case studies which focus predominantly
on the corporeal body in death. The aims are to take account of the active presence of
dynamic material bodies at the heart of funerary events and to explore the questions
that might be asked about their treatment; to explore ways of putting fleshed bodies
back into our discussions of burials and mortuary treatment, as well as interpreting the
meaning of these activities in relation to the bodies of both deceased and survivors; and
to combine the insights that body-centered analysis can produce to contribute to a more
nuanced understanding of the role of the body, living and dead, in past cultures.

This book examines the contested representations of those murdered during the
Spanish Civil War of the 1930s in two small rural communities as they undergo
the experience of exhumation, identification, and reburial from nearby mass
graves. Based on interviews with relatives of the dead, community members and
forensic archaeologists, it pays close attention to the role of excavated objects
and images in breaking the pact of silence that surrounded the memory of these
painful events for decades afterward. It also assesses the significance of
archaeological and forensic practices in changing relationships between the living
and dead. The exposure of graves has opened up a discursive space in Spanish
society for multiple representations to be made of the war dead and of Spain’s
traumatic past.
What is death and why does it matter to us? How should the knowledge of our
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finitude affect the living of our lives and what are the virtues suitable to mortal
beings? Does death destroy the meaningfulness of lives, or would lives that
never ended be eternally and absurdly tedious? Should we reconcile ourselves to
the fact of our forthcoming death, or refuse to "go gently into that good night"?
Can death really be an evil if, after death, we no longer exist as subjects of goods
or evils? How should we respond to the deaths of others and do we have any
duties towards the dead? These, and many other, questions are addressed in
Geoffrey Scarre's book, which draws upon a wide variety of philosophical and
literary sources to offer an up-to-date and highly readable study of some major
ethical and metaphysical riddles concerning death and dying.
The Archaeology of Identities brings together seventeen seminal articles from
this exciting new discipline in one indispensable volume for the first time. Editor
Timothy Insoll expertly selects a cross-section of contributions by leading
authorities to form a comprehensive and balanced representation of approaches
and interests. Issues covered include: gender and sexuality ethnicity, nationalism
and caste age ideology disability. Chapters are thematically arranged and are
contextualized with lucid summaries and an introductory chapter, providing an
accessible introduction to the varied selection of case studies included and
archaeological materials considered from global sources. The study of identity is
increasingly recognized as a fundamental division of archaeological enquiry, and
has recently become the focus of a variety of new and challenging developments.
As such, this volume will fast become the definitive sourcebook in archaeology of
identities, making it essential reading for students, lecturers and researchers in
the field.
Historical burial grounds are an enormous archaeological resource and have the
potential to inform studies not only of demography or the history of disease and
mortality, but also histories of the body, of religious and other beliefs about death,
of changing social relationships, values and aspirations. In the last decades, the
intensive urban development and a widespread legal requirement to undertake
archaeological excavation of historical sites has led to a massive increase in the
number of post-medieval graveyards and burial places that have been subjected
to archaeological investigation. The archaeology of the more recent periods,
which are comparatively well documented, is no less interesting and important an
area of study than prehistoric periods. This volume offers a range of case studies
and reflections on aspects of death and burial in post-medieval Europe. Looking
at burial goods, the spatial aspects of cemetery organisation and the way that the
living interact with the dead, contributors who have worked on sites from Central,
North and West Europe present some of their evidence and ideas. The
coherence of the volume is maintained by a substantial integrative introduction by
the editor, Professor Sarah Tarlow. “This book is a ‘first’ and a necessary one.
It is an exciting and far-ranging collection of studies on post-medieval burial
practice across Europe that will most certainly be used extensively” Professor
Howard Williams
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Drawing on archaeological, historical, theological, scientific and folkloric sources,
Sarah Tarlow's interdisciplinary study examines belief as it relates to the dead
body in early modern Britain and Ireland. From the theological discussion of
bodily resurrection to the folkloric use of body parts as remedies, and from the
judicial punishment of the corpse to the ceremonial interment of the social elite,
this book discusses how seemingly incompatible beliefs about the dead body
existed in parallel through this tumultuous period. This study, which is the first to
incorporate archaeological evidence of early modern death and burial from
across Britain and Ireland, addresses new questions about the materiality of
death: what the dead body means, and how its physical substance could be
attributed with sentience and even agency. It provides a sophisticated original
interpretive framework for the growing quantities of archaeological and historical
evidence about mortuary beliefs and practices in early modernity.
The archaeology of death is a central aspect of our attempts to understand
vanished societies. Through funeral remains we learn of the attitudes of
prehistoric peoples to death and the afterlife, and also of their social organisation.
Death, dying and burial produce artefacts and occur in spatial contexts. The
interplay between such materiality and the bereaved who commemorate the
dead yields interpretations and creates meanings that can change over time.
Materiality is more than simple matter, void of meaning or relevance. The
apparent inanimate has meaning. It is charged with significance, has symbolic
and interpretative value—perhaps a form of selfhood, which originates from the
interaction with the animate. In our case, gravestones, bodily remains and the
spatial order of the cemetery are explored for their material agency and relational
constellations with human perceptions and actions. Consciously and
unconsciously, by interacting with such materiality, one is creating meaning,
while materiality retroactively provides a form of agency. Spatiality provides more
than a mere context: it permits and shapes such interaction. Thus, artefacts,
mementos and memorials are exteriorised, materialised, and spatialized forms of
human activity: they can be understood as cultural forms, the function of which is
to sustain social life. However, they are also the medium through which values,
ideas and criteria of social distinction are reproduced, legitimised, or transformed.
This book will explore this interplay by going beyond the consideration of simple
grave artefacts on the one hand and graveyards as a space on the other hand, to
examine the specific interrelationships between materiality, spatiality, the living,
and the dead. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special
issue of the journal Mortality.
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